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Olympics  bringing  scrutiny  to  China 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —The 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
and  President  Bush  have  sig¬ 
naled  to  China's  Communist 
regime  its  violations  of  religious 
liberty  and  other  human  nghts 
will  not  be  forgotten  as  the 
August  8  opening  of  the  Summer 
Olympics  in  Beijing  nears. 

The  House  voted  419-1  in  sup¬ 
port  of  a  resolution  calling  on 
China  to  ends  its  human  rights 
abuses  before  the  Olympics,  mat 
July  30  vote  by  the  House  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  day  a  White  House 
meeting  Bush  had  with  five 
Chinese  freedom  advocates.  Both 
actions  received  strong  criticism 
from  China's  Foreign  Ministry. 

With  Republican  Rep.  Ron 
Paul  of  Texas  the  sole  opponent, 
the  House  measure  urged  Beijing 
|o  take  numerous,  immediate 
steps  to  correct  its  human  rights 
record.  The  resolution  included 
calls  not  only  for  a  halt  to  the  gov- 
>f  its  citizens' 
Iding  its  coer- 
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dve,  one-child  population  control 
policy,  but  its  support  for  the 
repressive  regimes  of  Sudan  and 
Burma.  It  also  urged  the  release 
of  prisoners  of  conscience.  It  said 
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,  Tibetan  performers  rehearse  for  the  Beijing  Olympic  Games  in  front  of 

China  should  take  these  actions  the  National  Stadium,  also  known  as  the  Bird's  Nest.  (AFP  PHOTO/TEH  Eng  Koon) 

so  the  Olympics  will  occur  "in  an  ~  — — - - — - — ■ 

atmosphere  that  honors  the  Olympic  tradi-  down  designed  to  silence  and  put  beyond  religious  freedom  leaders  before  his  trip 
tions  of  freedom  and  openness."  ^  reach  all  those  Chinese  whose  views  differ  to  China.  The  nresiHent  n>cmnHoH  hi 


■cause  of  the  Olympic  Games."  told  the  activists  that  engagement  with 

Smith  had  joined  Reps.  Frank  Wolf  Chinese  leaders  gives  him  an  opportunity 
l.-Va.)  and  Jim  McGovern  (D.-Mass.)  in  to  make  the  United  States'  position  clear  — 
July  24  letter  to  Bush  requesting  he  human  rights  and  religious  freedom  should 
...ii  ✓m.i  i  -*  not  be  denied  to  anyone,"  she  said. 

While  in  Beijing,  Bush  plans  to  attend  a 
worship  service  in  a  Chinese  church  and 
make  a  statement  afterward,  China  Aid 
Association  President  Bob  Fu  tolchBaptist 
Press.  A  leading  advocate  for  the  persecut¬ 
ed  church,  Fu  is  one  of  the  freedom 
activists  who  met  with  the  president. 

A  member  of  the  U.S.  Commission  on 
International  Religious  Freedom  (USCIRF) 
told  BP  the  White  House  meeting  was 
important  but  not  sufficient. 

It  is  "the  first  step,"  Nina  Shea  said  after 
ajuly  30  news  conference  in  the  Capitol  on 
China's  human  rights  record,  "but  it's  not 
enough.  President  Bush  needs  to  raise 
these  issues  in  a  very  public  way  in  China, 
because  China  more  man  anything  wants 
to  be  seen  as  a  world  power,  and  the  free 
world  has  to  firmly  signal  that  human 
rights  repression,  religious  persecution  is 
disqualifying  for  any  government  to  be  a 
world  leader.  China  is  developing  econom¬ 
ically,  but  it  is  not  opening  up  politically..." 


Fast  facts  about  the  Olympic's  host  nation 

BEIJING  (BP)  — Following  are  91.9%  ;  Zhuang,  Manchu,  •  Terrain:  Plains,  deltas  and  Communist  Party,  70.8  mil 

several  basic  factp  about  Hui,  Miao,  Uygur;  Yi,  hills  in  east;  mountains,  high  lion  members;  eight  mino 

China:  Mongolian,  Tibetan,  Buyi,  plateaus  and  deserts  in  west  parties  under  communist 

•  Name  of  Country:  People's  Korean  and  other,  8.1%  •  Climate:  TVopicai  in  south  to  supervision 

Republic  of  China  •  Language:  70%  speak  subarctic  in  north  •  Suffrage:  Universal  at  18 

•  Capital  dty:  Beijing  Mandarin;  others  speak  •  Government:  Communist  •  Grose  Domestic  Product 

•  Size:  About  3.7  million  dialects  or  sub-dialects  party-led  state  (2006):  $2.68  trillion 

square  miles  •  Literacy:  90.9%  •  President:  Hu  Jintao  •  Work  force  (2006)  798  mil- 

•  Population:  1 J  billion  •  Religions:  Officially  atheist;  •  Branches  of  government:  lion;  Agriculture  and 

•Number  of  people  added  to  Taoism,  Buddhism,  Islam,  Executive  (president,  vice  forestry  43%;  industry  tw< 

China’s  population  every  Christianity,  ancestor  wor-  president.  State  Council,  percent;  services  31% 

minute:  24  ship,  shamanism  premier.  Legislative  (uni-  •  Currency:  Yuan 

•  Number  of  cities  with  more  •  Number  of  people  who  will  cameral  National  People's  •  Exchange  rate  in  Yuan  per 

than  one  million  people:  223  die  in  China  this  year  with-  Congress).  Judicial  U.S.  dollar  6.99  (May  200* 

•  Life  expectancy:  72J8  years  out  hearing  about  Jesus:  7.4  (Supreme  People's  Court)  •  Telephone  country  code:  8< 

•  Ethnic  groups:  Han  Chinese,  million  •  Political  parties:  Chinese  •  Internet  country  code:  .cu 
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in  a  project  of  some  sort,  and 
your  group  can  do  all  kinds  of 
projects  from  a  free  bike  wash 
to  first  aid  to  children's  games 
to  prayer  ministry  to  whatever. 
_  All  that's  really  necessary  is 
that  you  show  Jesus  to  people. 

If  you  want  to  do  that,  I  beg 
you  to  come  share  in  the  bless¬ 
ing  by  sharing  Christ  with  thou¬ 
sands  of  people.  We  are  recruit¬ 
ing  volunteers  now  to  come  and 
do  just  that.  Would  you  come 
ana  be  part  of  this  effort? 

the  istry.  They  walked  throughout  A  hospitality  center  for  bikers 
me,  the  rally  and  distributee  free  will  be  located  on  the  Sturgis 
this  vest  pins,  tracts,  fans  (which  had  Church  lot  on  Main  Street 
an  evangelistic  message  printed  (Highway  12).  There  will  be 
on  them),  and  biker  New  many  opportunities  to  meet  peo- 
Testaments  to  everyone  who  pie  ana  share  Christ.  New 
would  accept  the  materials.  Testaments,  tracts,  vest  pins  and 
By  early  afternoon  Saturday,  other  materials  will  be  provided, 
die  rally  was  obviously  saturated  Materials  will  be  at  Sturgis 
with  tne  Gospel  Few  visitors  Church.  An  orientation  meeting 
had  not  received  any  of  the  mate-  will  be  at  7jp.m.  on  Thursday, 
rials.  Some  received  the  Lord.  August  14.  Tnere  will  also  be  a 
This  year's  effort  will  be  continuously  running  orienta- 

_ _ _  very  similar  and  we  welcome  tion  video  in  the  church's  fel- 

ihe  Gospel.  At  five  different  loca-  everyone  who  will  come.  There  lowship  hall  on  Friday  after- 
tions  throughout  the  rally,  Stmgis  are  many  ways  you  can  join  in  noon  and  all  day  Saturday. 
Biker  Mission  volunteers  gave  the  work  In  fact,  the  ministry  For  more  information  onioin- 
thirsty  visitors  free  cups  or  Dot-  you  can  accomplish  in  Sturgis  ing  this  work,  email  rmordwiot- 


August,  like  the  past  11 
gusts,  Sturgis  (Miss.)  will 
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JL  be  saturated  with  bikes  and 
bikers  —  and  this  August,  like 
the  past  several  Augusts,  hun¬ 
dreds  of  committed  Christians 
will  be  working  to  saturate  the 
gathering  with  tne  Gospel. 

We  need  your  help.  Please 
make  plans  to  be  in  Sturgis  on 
August  15-16  and  participate  in 
the  Sturgis  Biker  Mission. 

Literally,  tens  of  thousands  of 
people  will  be  in  Sturgis  that 
weekend  for  the  twelveth 

annual  Sturgis  South 

Motorcycle  Rally.  Don't  waste 
the  opportunity  to  reach  them. 

The  Sturgis  Biker  Mission  enurenes  a  round  me  srare  ana 
represents  tne  partnership  of  the  Southeast  helped  present 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  the  gospel  to  thousands  of  bik.- 

Convention  Board  (MBCB),  ere  in  Sturgis.  We  want  to  con- 

Golden  Triangle  Association,  tinue  the  work  this  year;  and 
and  several  local  churches  to  we  need  your  prayers  and  help 
present  a  Gospel  witness  dur-  to  get  it  done. 


Bikers  need 
Jesus,  too 

By  Russell  Mord,  pastor 
Sturgis  Church,  Sturgis 
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GuideStone  trustees  look  to  long-range  plan 
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ext  the  world  s  largest  providers  of  CFiristian  products  and  ser¬ 
vices,  announced  Aug.  1  that  it  is  reducing  its  workforce  by 
approximately  five  percent  and  cutting  expenses  in  other  parts 
of  its  operations.  LifeWay,  a  religious  nonprofit  organization 
related  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  does  not  receive 
direct  financial  support  from  the  denomination  and  is  making 
the  move  in  response  to  the  downturn  the  U.S.  economy  has 
been  experiencing,  according  to  a  statement  released  by  the 
organization.  Employees  whose  positions  have  been  eliminated 
wili  receive  severance  pay,  some  benefits,  and  outplacement  ser¬ 
vices,  the  statement  said.  In  addition,  some  of  those  employees 


■' wHl  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  retirement  benefits.  Although 
the  economic  downturn  that  began  last  fall  has  affected  most 
sectors  of  the  economy,  "LifeWay  is  weathering  foe  storm  better 
than  many  other  Christian  ministries,"  LifeWay  President  Thom 
S.  Rainer  pointed  out.  "LifeWay  is  debt  free  and  in  excellent 
financial  condition.  Although  we  are  adjusting  our  priorities  and 
'  Scaling  back  some  operations,  we  are  well  positioned  to  contin¬ 
ue  our  ministry  to  people  and  churches  across  foe  nation  and 
around  the  world."  The  statement  said  Rainer  asked  LifeWay 
employees  to  join  him  in  prayer  for  those  leaving  foe  organiza¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  for  continuing  employees.  1  especially  covet 
your  prayers  for  me  and  those  in  leadership  at  LifeWay,"  he 
wrote.  "We  desire  to  know  and  do  the  will  of  God  —  today. 


A  Mississippi  flag  flies  over  a  church  in  Ada,  Ohio,  as  a  group  of 
20  workers  from  Alcorn  Association  install  duct  work,  conduit,  and 
sheetrock  in  a  new  church  building.  Baptists  from  Alabama  and 
Kentucky  put  up  the  framing  and  roof  earlier. 


Mississippi  Baptists,  in  an  effort  to  better  serve  the  temperance  and 
moral  cause  in  the  state,  have  developed  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Temperance  and  Moral  Program  which  is  being  coordinated  through  the 
Mississippi  Church  Council  for  Alcohol  Education. 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simp|y  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

" But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  me  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name.''  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Bitter  Weeds 

It  was  spring  and  I  had 
passed  by  some  fields  and  pas¬ 
tures  just  filled  with  bitter 
weeds.  I  was  talking  with  a 
man  who  owned  some  of  the 
fields  and  he  was  telling  me  that 
they  had  a  difficult  time  control¬ 
ling  the  bitter  weeds  in  those 
areas.  As  we  talked  about  the 


who  is  new  in  their  circle  of  and  hope  for  life  to  be  better  vs 


First,  if  possible,  do  not  let 
bitter  things  get  planted  in  your 
life.  I  know  that  sometimes  you 
do  not  have  any  control  over  it, 
but  sometimes  you  may. 

The  second  thing  you  can  do 
is  to  prepare  the  ground  of 
your  life  and  heart  so  that  it 
will  not  be  receptive  to  bitter 
weeds.  I  remember  years  ago 
when  p re-emergent  weed  killers 


7  r- ■  ■  •  t ' •  m  uT •  -? u i 


memories  rushed  through  my 
mind.  I  recognize  that  a  lot  of 
adults  and  even  more  children 
and  youth  may  not  even  know 
what  bitter  weeds  are.  They  are 

Slants  with  little  yellow  flowers 
tat  can  Just  spring  up 
overnight.  Tney  are  bitter  and 
apparently  spread  like  crazy.  I 
know  this  first  of  all  because  as 
a  kid  I  was  encouraged  by 
someone  to  bite  down  on  the 
weed  and  see.  I  did  and  now  I 
can  testify  to  you  that  it  is  bitter. 


they  can  understand  just  how 
much  they  have  been  hurt. 


almost  incomprehensible  but 
true  that  some  people  pet, 
nourish,  nurse,  and  stay  nuz¬ 
zled  up  close  to  bitterness  that 
is  decades  old. 

I  have  also  noticed  that  peo¬ 
ple  who  nurture  their  bitter 
experiences  usually  see  those 
experiences  grow  to  be  much 

IaimAS  MAMMA  •AMtAiavAll  fKan 
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die  bitterness  of  the  bitter  weed 
is  that  in  years  long  ago  we 
sometimes  got  milk  not  from  the 
big  plants  mat  processed  it  but 
from  neighbors  that  milked 
cows.  Occasionally  and  espe¬ 
cially  during  the  springtime  the 
cows  would  get  out  of  tne  desig¬ 
nated  pastures  into  an  area  that 
was  filled  with  fresh  grown  bit¬ 
ter  weeds.  Of  course,  the  milk 
was  bitter  and  we  could  not 
drink  it  because  of  its  bitterness. 

As  I  looked  upon,  talked 
about,  and  then  wandered 
around  through  old  filing  cabi¬ 
nets  in  my  brain,  I  reflected  on 
so  much  of  life's  bitterness. 
Bitter  weeds  are  not  around  all 
year.  I  have  only  tasted  the  little 
budded  flowers  and  plants  a 
few  times,  but  I  thought  how 
vivid  they  are  in  my  memory. 
That  is  the  way  it  is  with  the  bit¬ 
ter  things  of  lire.  They  come  and 
they  have  long  since  Deen  gone, 
maybe  for  decades,  but  the 
taste,  the  sound,  the  smell,  and 
the  feel  is  all  still  right  there. 
The  Scripture  says  that  we  need 
to  be  aware,  for  growing  in  our 
hearts  can  be  a  root  of  bitterness. 

Bitter  weeds  can  spring  up 
in  your  life  and  I  can  assure  you 
they  can  spread  to  every  nook 
ana  cranny,  every  area,  every 
thought,  and  every  emotion  of 
your  life.  How  many  people  do 
you  know  who  have  had  a  bit¬ 
ter  weed  experience  that 
became  Ae  defining  character¬ 
istic  of  their  life?  Everything 
else  that  happened,  every  other 
feeling,  decision,  relationship, 
dream,  success,  or  failure  was 
marked  by  the  bitter  weed 
experience.  It  is  certainly  well 
worth  pointing  out  that  every¬ 
one  can  grow  a  crop  of  bitter 
weeds  just  overnight.  No  one 
that  I  know  is  immune. 

What  are  you  going  to  do 
when  bitter  weeds  spring  up  all 
around  you?  How  are  you 
going  to  deal  with  them? 

Some  folks  nurture  them. 
Honestly,  some  people  treat 
their  hurts  and  bitter  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  past  as  though  drey 
are  prized  family  pets.  They 
love  to  parade  them  out  in  front 
of  people,  especially  someone 
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they  were  at  the  moment.  How 
many  times  have  you  seen 
someone  have  an  experience 
that  was  just  a  momentary 
passing  kind  of  a  Quip  of  an 
event  mat  was  hardly  given  a 
thought,  but  walking  away, 
they  begin  to  process, 
reprocess,  analyze,  and  evalu¬ 
ate  to  the  point  that  they  feel 
like  something  sinister  was 
done  toward  them?  They  begin 
to  feel  hurt.  They  continue  to 
think  about  it,  maybe  discuss  it 
with  others  who  agree  with 
their  assessment,  and  it 
becomes  larger  and  larger  until 
soon  it  looms  as  a  huge,  angry 
mountain  on  the  landscape  of 
their  life.  You  keep  feeding  on 
bitter  weeds  in  your  life  and 
you  will  soon  find  out  that  is  all 
that  you  have  around  you. 

Other  people  neglect  their 
bitter  weeds.  These  are  the 
folks  who  feel  that,  if  you 
ignore  something  hard  enough, 
long  enough,  and  intentionally 
enough,  it  will  go  away.  Now 
for  sure  there  are  times  and 
events  where  you  ought  to 
keep  your  mouth  shut,  turn, 
and  walk  away.  I  understand 
that.  It  seems  as  though  gen¬ 
uine  godly  wisdom  is  tne  only 
way  to  know  when  you  need  to 
say  or  do  something  or  when 
you  need  to  leave  it  unsaid.  Iso 
often  think  of  the  wisdom  that 
came  from  an  old  country 
preacher  who  told  me  years 
ago  that  sometimes  the  more 
you  stir  a  stink  die  stinkier  it 
gets.  On  die  other  hand,  ignor¬ 
ing  contamination  or  walking 
away  from  pollution  does  not 
mean  things  will  get  better. 
You  cannot  go  through  life  as  a 
mindless  Pollyanna  exercising 
your  ability  to  ignore  the  hurts 


PELAHATCHII  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS 
seeking  a  part-time  Minister  of  Music  for 
Worship  Services,  Adult  youth,  and  chil¬ 
dren^  choirs.  Please  forward  resume  to 
the  fefahalchie  Baptist  Church,  search 
committee.  P.  O.  Box  876,  Wa hatch ie, 
MS  39145,  attn:  Due  McKinion.  Email: 
due# rankincounty.org.  - 


I  would  suggest  to  you  that 
long-term  the  moat  effective 
thing  to  do  repeatedly  is  to  anni¬ 
hilate  the  bitter  weed  crop. 
Hebrews  12:15  says,  "Looking 
diligently  less  any  man  fail  of  the 
grace  of  God  that  any  root  of  bit¬ 
terness  springing  up  trouble  you 
and  thereby  many  be  defiled." 
That  verse  of  Scnpture  actually 
follows  this  instruction.  "Follow 
peace  with  all  men  and  holiness 
without  which  no  man  shall  9ee 
the  Lord"  (Heb.  12:14).  In  other 

wnnic  uw  aiw  mmmanripd  to 


look  to  the  Lord  and  in  so  doing 
do  the  right  thing.  We  are  to  do 
the  right dung  with  the  right  atti¬ 
tude.  God's  marvelous  grace  and 
abiding  guidance  in  our  lives  will 
keep  us  from  experiencing  roots 
of  bitterness  taking  hold. 

There  is  no  question  hat  we 
must  stay  diligent  or  vigilant. 
There  is  no  question  that  we 
must  trust  implicitly  in  he  care 
and  guidance  of  God,  or  life's 
pastures  of  bitterness  will  entrap 
us.  How  do  you  deal  with  it? 


ALOMA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS 

searching  for  a  minister  to  families  with 
children  to  facilitate  ministry  to  chikken 
from  birth  through  age  12.  And  to  equip 
families  to  become  spiritual  nurtuiers. 
Preferred  qualifications:  minimum 
Bachelors  and  2  years  experience.  Mease 
send  resumes  to:  Discipleship  Ministries, 
181 5  SR  436,  Winter  fcwk,  FL  32792.  Or 
email  ntnilljcan#akxnachurch.org. 
SEBREN'S  SIDING,  (ACKSON, 
Christian  owned.  All  home  improvements, 
vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  and  shingle 
roofs,  patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms. 
601  -992-2092,  Don  8  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHFRONT  8< 
beachside  vacation  condos.  Gulf 
Shores  and  Orange  Beach,  Alabama. 
Best  value  on  the  beach!  Lowest 
Prices!  Over  50  top  quaility  condos! 
Your  satisfaction  is  our  top  priority, 
owned  &  operated  by  Christian  family 
since  1988,  205-556-0368  or 

205-752-1231, 
www.gulfshorescondos.com. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax 
illustrations  to  601  483-7958  or  call  800 

SMOKE-FREE  BRANSON,  MISSOURI 

Condo  nightly  rental.  Like  home,  all  new 
furnishings,  street  level,  no  breathtak¬ 
ing  view.  Sleeps  6,  no  pets,  call  888-879- 

0388  or  Bucmom71  #aol.com. _ 

SIAINED  GLASSWORKS^  INC,  SERVING 
MSA  AL  since  1992.  Call  800-60S-2970. 
PERMA-CQAT  SUING  A  REMODEL¬ 
ING:  vinyl  siding  sunrooms,  metal  roofs, 
house  washing,  patio  covers  and  much 
more.  Call  fames  Thompson  at  601-850- 

9820  or  601 -932-3979 _ 

STAINED  GLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS 
and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass, 
lackson,  877-477-1899. 


I  i  I  a.  •  1  l  I  *  ■  •  1  fc  1  l.-l  3 


spray  he  ground  and  plow  it 
before  planting  heir  crops  so 
that  the  chemicals  would  kill  he 
weeds.  It  was  a  revolutionary 
day  for  farmers  who  wanted  to 
raise  crops  instead  of  weeds. 
Maybe  there  is  a  weed  killer,  a 
spiritual  herbicide  that  we  could 
ask  God  to  spray  on 
so  that  no  plant  would  spring 
up  and  no  root  would  shoot 
down  bringing  bitterness  in  our 
lives.  Maybe  there  is  a  worlTof 
God  or  combination  of  God's 
rhpmirals  like  “***< 


Pfflr.WS 


mercy,  gentleness,  and 
that  will  make  a  difiference*!n 
the  soil  of  our  hearts  so  it  will 
not  grow  the  bad  stuff.  -  .. 

A  third  thing  that  can  bt 
done  when  something  happehs 
and  a  root  of  bitterness  begins 
to  take  hold  in  our  lives  tt  to 
simply  stop,  ask  God  toHftjft 
out  completely,  discard  it*  and 
do  not  go  back  and  pick  ft  tip:' 

The  author  can  be  conatcted  at 
jfutral@mbcb.org. 


CHURCH  FEW  UFHOLSTERY,  FREE 

estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman^ 


CONDO  IN  GATLINBURC  FOR  RENT: 

2  bedrm,  2  bath,  full  kitchen.  Walking 
distance  to  parkway,  JTO.Otynite.  Call  far 
information  281-855-4469  or  832-922- 
0101*1141 .  Email  pdiw4760#att.net. 
CONCRETE  SLABS.  WESTBROOK 
Construction,  specializing  in  form  and  fin¬ 
ishing  concrete  for  residential  and  com¬ 
mercial  jobs;  licensed,  bonded;  church  dis¬ 
counts  offered.  Call  601 -842-9976  or  601- 
2 1 3-8026  for  free  estimate.  . 

DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  A  STEEPLES. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seating, 
wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  lainklglas, 
carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  Company 

of  Texas.  800-728-8291. _ 

CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Alexandria,  Louisiana,  seeking  senior 
high/college  students  minister  to  lead 
progressive  student  ministry.  Must  have 
passion  for  students  A  their  families: 
ability  to  plan  A  coordinate  5011 
Mackson  Street  Alexandria,  LA  71303  or 


A  FULL-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE 
for  Associate  Pastor  of  Worship  and 
Youth  at  a  traditional  south  Alabama 
congregation.  Desiring  Worship  Leader 
(Music/Choirs)  for  more  blended  ser¬ 
vice  and  aggressive  youth  leadership. 
Education  and  experience  desired.  AM 
worship  attendance:  220.  Send  resume 
to  Little  Escambia  Baptist  Church,  P.  O. 
Box  291,  Flomaton,  AL  36441  or  Email 
littleescambia#earthlink.net. 

FOB  BEST  RATES  ON:  MOMCARE  SUP¬ 
PLEMENTS,  Major  Medical  A  Group 
Health  Insurance  plans  as  well  as  home 
and  auto.  Call  Turner  Insurance,  1  -BOO- 
541  -81 96  or  visit  www.lurtteHnsur- 
anceonline.com. 


August  7,  2008 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


Mississippi  wMu  130th  Annual  Meeting 


Missions  Leadership  Training  (MLT)  for  the  church 

^pon>orcd  by  MS  u  Mu  and  Men  ^  Ministr\ ) 


ear.  proclaim  upon  the 


August  7,  2008 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


STATE  HANDBELL 
LEADERSHIP  SEMINAR 

August  15-16,  2008 
fflj^^IcLaurin  Heights  BC,  Pearl 
Led  by  the  State  Handbell  Committee 

•  THIS  SEMINAR  IS  DESIGNED 
TO  ASSIST: 

•  Handbell  leaders,  potential  leaders 
•  Anyone  desiring  to  begin  a  handbell 
ministry  or  start  new  choirs 
•  Leaders  who  have  a  desire  to  teach 
handbell  skills  more  effectively 

Contact  the  Church  Music  Department  for  more  info: 
1-800-748-1651,  ext.  266,  or  in  Jackson,  601-292-3266. 


Speaker  Sonny  Adkins 

Former  state  evangelism  director 

Choirs: 

25th  -  FBC  Senior  Adult  Choir,  Pascagoula 
?6th  -  Lamar  County  Association  Choir 

Gatherings: 

25th  -  "Professor  Cornpone" 

Joseph  Harris,  Ellisville 
26th  -  Piano/organ  duet 
?  Irene  Martin  and  Ed  Sudduth 

2  For  info:  601-292-3373  or  gshowsOMBCB.org 


Mississippi  Baptist  Chaplains' 
Association 

Fall  Training 

September  19 
Sky  room,  MBCB 
8  a.m.  -  3:30  p.m. 
Cost:  $  1 0 


GUEST  SPEAKERS: 

Nathan  Barber 

Chaplain  to  Heroes 

Barry  Click 

Pastoral  Evangelism: 
The  Call  to  Bless 
and  to  Mourn 

Duewayne  Tullos 

Who  Is  a  Hospice 
Chaplain! 

For  more  info:  Men’s  Ministry 
601-292-3334 
I  -800-748- 1 65 1 
cwright@mbcb.org 


August  22-23,  Garaywa 

(held  in  conjunction  with  Missions  Leadership  Training) 

I 

_ _ 

Annual  Meeting:  10:45  a.m,  -  12:15  p.m . 

Lunch:  1230  p.m.  -  1:30  p.m. 

Reservations  for  lunch  are  required. 


wMu  Annual 
Meeting 
Special  Guest: 

Kay  Miller 
National  WMU 
President 


For  more  information,  contact  Lisa  Miller 
at  601-292-3317, 
1-800-748-1651,  ext.  317,  or 
ImillerOmbcb.orc 


3  locations  to  choose  from 


Missions  Leadership  Training  is  for  all  church  staff  and  missions  leaders 


August  13-16,  200S 
FBC,  Biloxi 


August  22-23,  20M 

Garaywa  Camp  and 


August  26,  2068 


including 


Registration  Fee:  $10 


6  p.m.  -  9  p.m. 

No  registration  required 


Registration  Deadline  for  housing 
&  meals:  8-8-88 


Contact  the  Gulf  Coast  Association 
for  a  registration  form:  228-832-4311 


Special  MUtUtnes  Retreat 

September  26*27  . 

Garaywa,  Clinton,  Miss. 

FOR  EXCEPTIONAL  PERSONS  12  YRS.  AND  OLDER,  THEIR 
PASTORSAMNISTERS,  PARENTS,  TEACHERS  OR  FRIENDS. 
One  adult  counselor  for  every  five  campers  of  the  same  sex. 


Bible  study,  singing,  games,  movies, 
talent  show  and  lots  of  fun! 


Registration  begins  at  3  pm  on 
Friday,  September  26,  and  the 
retreat  concludes  after  lunch 
(around  1  p.m.)  on  Saturday. 
September  27. 

The  cost  Is  $37.50  per  person. 

This  includes  overnight  lodging. 


Contact  Angie  Boydstun  for  more  information  -  Call:  601 .292.3294  or 
1-800-746-1651;  E-mail:  aboydstunQmbcb.org;  Mail:  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205 


GA  Mother/Daughter 
m  Overnights 


*•  SEPTEMBER  19^20  i 
OCTOBER  10-11 ! 

A  special  time  for  mothers  and  their  GA  daughters  (grades  1  •  j 
6)  to  share  the  excitement  of  missions  learning.  Activities 
include  worship,  campfire,  crafts,  recreation  and  a  mission¬ 
ary  visit.  All  overnights  begin  at  5  p.m.  on  Friday  and  end  at  i 
2  p.m.  on  Saturday. 

Registration  Deadline©: 

September  5  for  September  Overnight 
September  26  for  October  Overnight 

If  space  is  still  available  after  the  deadline  date,  reservations 
will  be  accepted  at  the  cost  of  $45  per  person.  No  refunds ; 
after  the  deadline  date. 

For  more  info,  contact  the  Mississippi  wMu,  601-292-3316  or 
1-800-748-1651,  ext  316,  or  kredditt@mbcb.org 


m 


J3ET  RE  AD  W!! 

■OUTH  MINISTER?! 


RETREAT 


For  more  information, 
contact: 

Gulf  Coast  Association 
228-832-4311  or 
MBCB 

Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  Department 
1-800-748-1651,  ext.  37 
or  601-292-3373 


Speakers: 

Allen  Jackson,  NOBTS 
Randy  Hall,  Student  Life 
Birmingham,  Ala. 


SEPTEMBER  20,  2008 

MlsfP^SlPPI  ('Ol  IRi  •  Cl  IN  I^IWf 


REGISTRATION  COST:  SC 


PROGRAM 


BRING  YOUR  OWN 
SACK  SUPPER 
AND  DRINK 


Dl  ADLINf 


GAME 


DL  ANNA  VAIl  A! 

01)  292  333b  OR  (800)  748  1091  I 


XI  33b 


South  Mississippi 

Monday,  Sept.  8 

Pascagoula 

FBC 

Control  Mississippi 

Tuesday,  Sept.  9  * 

Brandon 

Brandon  BC 

North  Mississippi 

Thursday,  Sept.  1 1 
Olive  Branch 
Longview  Heights  BC 

All  Clinks: 

6:30  -  8  p.m. 


Bible  Drill  Clinics 

2008  Leadership  Training  Classes 
For  adults  who  lead  Bible  Drill 


Children's  Leader  Class 
Don  Hkks 

Consultant 
D&FM,  MBCB* 

Student  Leader  Class 
Steve  Jackson 

Pastor,  McLaurin  Heights  BC 
Pearl,  Miss. 


For  more  information,  contact  the  Discipleship  &  Family 
Ministry  Department:  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  284, 
601-292-3284  or  dbrashierOmbcb.org 


"  BAPTIST  doctrine  study 

Preview  brunches 


nofc'i  v. 
- 1 

pntiivM 

-noifta 


Led  by: 

Argile  Smith 


Biloxi 


Will  your  church  have 


money  for  ministry  and 


■  missions  in  the  future?  ■ 


...  Teaching  children 
TODAY  to  GIVE  is 
being  obedient. 

...  Teaching  children 
TODAY  to  GIVE 
provides  FUTURE 
kingdom  finances. 


Call  1.800.748.1651,  ext.  #347 
The  Stewardship  Department 
will  provide  a  FREE  Children’s 
Resource  Teaching  Tool  I 


All  scheduled  for  9  A.M.  -  NOON 

Monday,  January  26 

sr, Main  Street  BC,  Hattiesburg 

tbesday,  January  27 

Brandon  BC,  Brandon 

ic  3 1  Thursday,  January  29 

FBC,  Oxford 

Featured  Book 

mQ  p  A  A|  T  BECOMING  A  HEALTHY  CHURCH 
V'vD  l\nn  I  IN  THE  21‘T  CENTURY 

51  Thom  S.  Rainer  &  Daniel  L.  Akin 


Praregialrarton  requested  The  $10  registration  fee  includes  the  full  brunch 
and  the  featured  study  course  book. 

For  more  Information,  contact  the  Discipleship  and  Fomlly  Ministry  Department,  601-292-3284, 
1  -800-748- 1651,  ext.  284,  or  dbrashierembcb.org 


37th  Annual 

OiUlCH  LIBRARY 

Ministry  Conference 


October  3-4,  2008 

First  Baptist  Church,  Madison,  Miss. 


SPECIAL  GUEST:  Dinner  Speaker 

Angela  Hunt 

With  over  three  million  copies  of  her  books  sold 
worldwide,  Christy-Award  winner,  Angela  Hunt,  is 
the  best-selling  author  of  more  than  1 00  works. 
See:  www.angelaelwellhunt.com 


Program  Personalities 


KAKY  BARTH 


SANDRA  FITTS 
EVA  Nil!  HUNTER 
BILL  JONES 
PEGGY  TACON 


FOR  INFORMATION: 

Contact  Communication 
Services: 

1-800-748-1651,  ext.  378 
(Miss,  only), 
or  601-292-3378 
or  E-mail: 
jchen9mbcb.org 


•W 


T 


August  8-21,  2008 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 

"  It  is  a  $oob  thin g  to  $i\7e  thanks  unto  the  Lorb.  anb  to  sin $  praises 
unto  'Thy  name .  O  most  <tti$h\  to  shoW  forth  Thy  lo\7in$kinbness  in  t 
morning  anb  Thy  faithfulness  e\7ery  ni$ht. 

Tsalm  92:h2 


lunda  people  itt»Northwe« 
Province  of  ZaaNftJns  than  I 
percent  are  Otoujaf.  Luke  3:6 
|  Nr/)  up  mat  a*  mankind  wM 
see  Gan  salvadon.  Pray  that  tho 
wM  be  true  of  the  Ndembu 


There  are  more  than  260,000 
Ndembu  Lunda  people  m 
Zambia  where  k  touches  the 
Conga  and  lessthan  1  percet 


i  It)  New  Staff  Day  FBC  and  the 
Baptist  BuUing.  Jackson  (CG|. 
|2)  The  Manyawa  people  We  In 


The  Hknba  people  of  Namibia 
are  a  anal  people  group  of 
approximately  50,000  they  ai 


(II  Professional  CertMcabon  & 
Omce  SkNshops  for  Ministry 
Assistants.  Garaywa  (PAD);  (2) 
Pray  tor  the  Manyduoeople  w 
INe  In  cenaa  MoMmOque  Asl 


Jesus  W|turAe/elr 
people  aria  neigftoorhoc 
rifying  and  praising  God. 


people  groui  to  Mar  tr»*  Good 
News  that  CmstBWonly  way 
to  heaven.  Pray  for  God  to  cal  a 
laborer  to  come  and  work  with 
the  Markka  people. 


fervent-  ; 


thelambyafh 
their  ways,  ant 
rrognt  dp  strong 
entire  area  rfer 
are  found. 


they  wN  be  able  rotee  th 
don  that  Jesus  offers  as  a 
and  not  as  something  to  i 
their  way  of  Me. 


The  Bahananoa  people  are  a  trib¬ 
al  branch  of  the  5otho  people  of 
South  Mica.  Their  population  Is 
approxlnuftk  60000.  Pray  for 


Please  pray  for  the  Tbnga  people 
who  toe  In  the  soutoem  part  of 
Moeambique.  surrounded  by 


Kokoia  people  stM  do  not  have  a 
rrosorary  from  aty  agency  serv¬ 
ing  among  topn,  ML  a  Kokoia 


the  power  of 


working  amAng  But  many 
of  the  others  have  no  one.  four 
prayers  can  prepare  the  way  tor 
the  gospel  to  be  shared  among 
these  unengaged  peoples. 


b#  open  to  the 
hear  about 
ley  can  hare 


State  Women's 
Retreat 


10-3-97 

MISS  KARISSA  YEAGER 
Parents:  Tommy  k  Jennifer,  Restricted 


104-01 

MISS  MICAH  WORTHY 

Parents:  Charlie  k  Shannon,  Western  Europe 


'Fueled  by  Faith' 

Join  us  for  an  imaginary 
ISLAND  ADVENTURE 
that's  been  designed 
especially  for  you! 


Ms.  Chocolate  Janie  Walters 


10-5-90 

MISS  CARLEY  MULLINS 

Parents:  Frank  C.  (Charles)  k  Lynn,  Spain 


1M47 

MISS  CATHERINE  A  HODGINS 
Parents:  Raymond  k  Cynthia,  South  America 


1M-90 

MISS  MELISSA  K.  SHEARER 
Parents:  Kevin  k  Pamela,  South  America 


Becky  Brown  Kathy  Frady 

SPECIAL  GUESTS 


10-16-89 

MISS  RACHEL  C 
Paients:.J  k  M,  Restricted 


October  17-18, 2008 
Garaywa 

Go  to  www.mbcb.org 

Registration  Deadline:  October  8 


For  additional  information, 
please  contact  MS  wMu  at 
800-748-1651,  ext.  317; 
601-292-3317; 
or  E-mail  Lmiller@mbcb.org 


FOR  SECURITY, 

cards  will  be  forwarded.  Please  send  all  to:  Child's 
name,  Parent's  name,  MBCB  wMu  MK  Birthdays, 
PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205 


PLEASE  NOTE: 

Church  members  may  send  a  package  of  cards  together ; 
cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent  individually  to  the  wMu. 


1.  New  Providence  Church, 
Hazlehurst:  June  23  -  27; 
average  attendance,  75; 
three  professions  of  faith. 

2.  Slayden  Church,  Slayden: 
June  15  -  20;  enrollment, 
174;  six  professions  of 
faith;  offering,  $855.49; 
Amy  Vaquera,  director. 

3.  Shiloh  Church,  Foxworth: 
July  20  -  25;  shown  are 
senior  adult  ladies  who 
participated  in  VBS. 

4.  First  Church,  Boyle:  July  20 
-  25;  average  attendance, 
107  with  140  total  partici¬ 
pants;  offering  for  Go 
Mexico  Mission  Team,  $731. 


1.  New  Providence  Church 


5.  Union  Church,  Meridian: 
July  14-18;  average  atten¬ 
dance,  73;  Dennis 
Ellingburg,  pastor;  Shalayne 
Weir,  director. 


Center  Hill  Church, 
Hamilton:  Revival,  Aug. 
10  -  13;  Sun.,  Sunday 
School,  9  a.m.;  worship, 
10  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  - 
We^.  7  p.m.;  Tommy 
WkMey,  speaker;  Jasper 
music;  Terry 

S^Eedar  View  Church,  Olive 
Branch:  Homecoming,  Aug. 
10,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
Ppfluck  dinner  on  the 
^grounds  and  singing,  1:30 
pjn.;  Richard  Hamlet,  speak¬ 
er;  Geeslin  Brothers,  music. 


10.  Steele  Church,  Forest; 

Revival,  Aug.  10  -  13; 
Sun.,  10  a.m.  and  6:30 

Bm.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.; 

anny  Lanier,  speaker; 
Reggie  Williams,  pastor. 

11.  County  Line  Church, 
Union:  Revival,  Aug.  10  - 14; 
Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.; 
Mon.  -  Thurs.,  7  p.m.;  Jim 
Hill,  speaker;  Jim  Hill  family, 
praise  and  worship. 


2.  Slayden  Church 


3.  Shiloh  Church 


Baptist's  August  seminars, 
all  led  by  physicians,  address 
a  variety  of  health  Issues  such 

as  skin  care,  osteoporosis, 

•v#. 

sleep  disorders  and 

smoking  cessation. 

V;." 

For  times  and  topics  visit 

www.mbhs.org  or  call  the 
Baptist  Health  Line 

at  601 -948-6262. 


FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
EARNUMO:8% 

These  bond,  may  bt  placed  In  a  eeifdtrerted  IRA 
•ftsnefere  «nd  rollovees  accepted.  In  inert  cm» 


4.  First  Church,  Boyle 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  it  neither  an  offer  to  ael) 
nor  a  eolldutkm  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  propectue  only. 


S40S-A  BeU  •  AmarUlo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIFC 


CALL  oa  aCTUUN  THIS  TO: 


5.  Union  Church 


August  7, 2008 


\!/ 


The  Baptist  Rbcoud 


IBLIO 


Beulah  Church,  Lexington,  has  called  Kerry  Burrough  as 
pastor  effective  July  6. 

Carterville  Church,  Petal,  has  called  Jeremy  Stroo  and  Chase 
Coleman  as  student  minister  and  associate  student  minister. 
Shown  are  pastor  Leland  Hogan,  Stroo,  and  Coleman.  jtJ 


WASHINGTON  (BP'  and  Court  affirmed  the  Partial-birth 
local  reports)  —  A  federal  Abortion  Ban  Act  a  2003  federal 
appeals  court  has  provided  measure  that  prohibits  an  abor- 
hope  that  Virginia's  ban  on  par-  tkm  technique  that  involves  the 
tial-birth  abortion  may  with-  killing  of  a  nearly  totally  deliv- 
stand  its  scrutiny  after  all.  ened  baby. 

The  Fourth  Circuit  Court  of  The  same  three-judge  panel. 
Appeals  has  decided  the  full  also  in  a  2-1  vote,  nad  rejected 
court  will  reconsider  a  May  the  Virginia  law  in  2005. 
decision  by  a  three-judge  panel  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court, 
that  the  state  prohibition  on  the  after  its  2007  ruling  upholding 
gruesome  law-term  abortion  the  federal  law  by  a  5-4  vote, 
procedure  is  unconstitutional.  returned  the  case  from  the 
On  July  28,  the  court  voted  6-4  Fourth  Circuit  to  the  appeals 
for  the  renearing,  according  to  the  court  for  reconsideration  in 
Alliance  Defense  Fund  (ADF).  light  of  its  opinion  regarding 
Oral  arguments  before  the  the  federal  ban.  That  aid  not 


HUG  RPFU  PF  RHN 


EJWF  ZU,  PF  NHZG 


YPFW 


GHWNFA  ZN  UJY 


DKY  NAF 


GFHG 


FOFYP 


YPZLYX 


UZUF 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  weeks  puz- 
zie:Luke  Six  Forty-One 


2.  Hogan,  Stroo,  and  Coleman 

Visit  us  online  at  wwwjnbcb.org 
to  team  about  all  Mississippi  Baptist 
mission  opportunities. 


MS Audio  llc 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1 100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  &  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


vcrvoftri  m,mi 


Trooper  Hales 

info@msaudiolk.com 


P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
Clinton.  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates 

For  rrfenncesand  mort  — —  VHHngtal 

information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  B  m  m  V  Accrvr«jatpc 

Ml -420-01 74  or  1-800-442 -02V0.  HmJ  Ity- 


Rose  Parade 


1.  Mississippi  College 
graduate  and  McComb 
native  J.  Randall  O'Brien 
is  the  new  president  of 
Carson-Newman 
College,  Jefferson  City, 
Tenn.  He  comes  from 
Baylor  University,  Waco, 
Tex.,  where  he  served  as 
executive  vice-president 
and  provost. 


Join  Other  Baptists  to  the  Rose  Parade 
&  Enjoy  Reserved  Grandstand  Seats 


Seats  Still  Left 

on  these  Four  -  2008  Tours 


^  uaja  from  ^  J  2 

Depart  Tuesday.  December  30,  2006;  get  away  from  the  colder  weather;  avoid  j 
the  post  holiday  blahs;  and  enjoy  the  best  ‘New  Year's*  you've  had  in  years  on  | 
this  five  day  lour!  Includes  RESERVED  GRANDSTAND  SEAT8  AT  THE,  I 
ROSE  PARADE;  city  tour  of  Hollywood  and  Beverly  HiHs:  up  dose  float  viewing  j 
the  day  before  the  parade;  baggage  handling;  and  optional  sightseeing  tours  I 
including  the  Glory  of  Christmas  at  the  Crystal  Cathedral  in  Garden  Grove.  | 
California,  and  shopping  trip  to  the  Danish  Village  of  Solvang  (call  one  of  our  ■ 
friendly  travel  consultants  to  explain  our  day-by-day  itinerary)!  You'll  spend  four  J 
nights  at  the  deluxe  Renaissance  Montura  Hotel  in  Los  Angeles,  and  return  I 
home  Saturday.  January  3,  2009.  You've  seen  the  parade  on  TV  for  years;  | 
now  see  the  excitement  and  hoopla  of  the  most  famous  parade  In  America  live  ■ 
and  up  dose  The  sights  and  sounds  and  even  the  floats'  aromas  all  make  ■ 
being  there  truly  spectacular  Ask  to  be  on  the  same  bus  with  other  Southern  | 
Baptists  ‘Price  horn  % 599  (per  person,  doubts  occupancy).  Plus  $ 149  taxes,  <1 
services  &  gownflWw  iws  aktstb  is  extre,  cm  for  pnces.  ,  1 1 ,  ;  a  ■ 

$100 deposits duel  ...  i  J 


October  6-16 

Lake  Placid,  New  York'  Billy  Graham  Library 
Green  Mountains  of  Vermont  Hershey 

Gettysburg  Amish  Country 

White  Mountains  of  "In  the  Beginning" 

New  Hampshire  Sight  and  Sound  Theater 

Much  More... 

11  days  10  nights  $1975  PP/Dbl. 

All  costs  included 


YMT  Vacations  1-800-736-7300 


1.  O'Brien 


August  f,  2008 


ie  Studies  for  Life 


070 A.D.  by  Titus  Flavius 

Vespasian  who  would  mentor 

go  on  to  become  been  a _ 

Emperor  of  the  Roman  teacher  just  like  I _ 

Empire  in  July  of  that  he  demanded  of  me,  he  c 
year  until  79  A.D.  ed  of  himself.  Likewise, 
People  in  Jerusalem  at  trust  Christ  i 
the  time  were  butchered  experienced 
by  the  thousands.  Those 
who  survived  were 

were  It  is  believed  that  H ' 

Juist  was  written  just  prior  to  this 
were  series  of  events,  possibly  67-69 
(6:4-6  A.D.  Can  you  imagine  the  di- 
poup  mate  facing  the  young  church? 
were  Now  couple  that  with  the 
but  immaturity  of  many  of  the 


I  would  have  resented  my  pieahip.  The  Israelite 
ago  if  he  had  not  to  disobedience  and  v 
classroom  the  wilderness  for  40 
for  a  genera 


mplicitly  because  he  You  and  I  are  also  subject  to 
everything  that  you  the  discipline  of  die  Lord  and  it 
nee  but  to  a  greater  is  through  the  words  of  scrip- 
le  persevered.  ture  that  we  hear  the  small 

we  have  a  heavenly  voice  of  conviction,  reproach 
*  /'»  *—  -  and  re-direction. 

Finally,  we  have  fellowship 
with  other  believers  to  keep  us 
faithful  (3:12-14).  Life  is  hanfand 
the  challenge  of  remaining  faith¬ 
ful  is  even  harder.  I  would  never 
throueh  attempt  either  journey  alone.  We 
the  old  should  encourage  one  another 

hold  each  other 
but  always  with  a 
ital  attitude 
i  teaching  now  22 
from  a 


calling  (3:1, 5-6).  Once  we  make  a 
rebrews  profession  of  faith,  we  are  holy 
*-  and  members  of  God's  house¬ 
hold.  In  these  verses,  a  compari¬ 
son  is  made  to  Moses.  While 
Moses  was  great,  he  was  a  faith¬ 
ful  servant  and  he  one  I* 

,  -  — —  —  whom  God  imparted  _ 

believers  and  you  see  why  he  covenant  of  laws  and  rituals, 
epistle  is  primarily  a  teaching  Christ,  however  is  God  incar- 
set^jon  on  faith.  nate  and  is  he  New  Covenant 

Thankfully,  we  serve  a  Lord  He  was  the  ultimate  sacrifice 
who  hasn't  overlooked  any-  once  and  for  all.  years  and  have  c 

thing,  especially  resources  to  Thud,  we  have  he  word  of  rookie  to  a  veteran  but  I've  had  to 
help  us  stay  faithful  First,  we  God  to  help  us  stay  faithful  (3:7-  remain  faithful.  So  it  is  with  our 
nave  a  helper  (2:14-18).  Jesus  11).  Scripture  is  divinely  inspired  Christian  walk.  Salvation  is  the 
became  a  human  to  provide  and  is  God's  voice  to  you  and  me  first  step  but  there  are  many 
salvation  to  us.  But  because  throughout  all  of  earthly  time,  beyond  u  we  are  to  experience 
He  was  a  human  and  was  test-  The  writer  of  Hebrews  calls  back  the  joy  of  a  close  walk  with  God. 
ed  and  suffered,  we  can  never  to  PSalm  95  to  make  his  poinf 
say  we  are  told  what  to  do  about  the  urgency  of  not  allow 
without  an  example.  ing  rebellion  to  impede  our  disci 


was  Intellectually  prepared  but  I  intellectually  convinc 
needed  two  things  hat  could  being  the  Messiah  bi 
not  be  rained  from  any  text  or  personally  uncomm 
from  following  rigid  guidelines:  and  1026-29).  The  l 
TO  A  gift  for  teaching  Either  I  was  unbelievers 
had  it  or  I  didn't  and  only  time  attracted  by  the  C 
in  front  of  classes  would  tell;  and  unconvinced  of  the 
.(2)  Guidance  from  good  mentors  of  Christ  (Chapter  9) 
to  encourage  me  and  grow  me  in  When  studying  H 

rnyaift,  imperative  to  und« 

I  had  the  credentials  to  distinctions  betw< 
teach  and  they  could  not  be  groups  to  avoid  inti 
taken  away  from  me.  But  I  was  that  conflict  with  the 
a  long  way  from  a  mature,  Bible  especially  in  re 
masterful  instructor.  immutability  of  salve 

V  .The  book  of  Hebrews  was  .  This  week's  foca 
wntten  to  three  distinct  groups  were  directed  to  tl 
of  Tews.  First,  there  were  saved  Christians.  Let's  get 
Hebrew  Christians  who  were  perspective.  The 
subject  to  escalating  persecution.  Jerusalem  was  destro 


Church, 


Explore  the  Bible 

Ephesus:  Facing  Religious  People 

Lesson  Passage:  Acts  1834-19:10 


Achaia  after  talking  them.  This  Spirit  bap 
with  Priscilla  ana  ultimate  autnenticam 
Aquila.  Priscilla  and  true  salvation.  When 
Aquila  had  enlarged  whether  they  had  re 
A  polios'  understand-  Holy  Spirit  ne  actual! 
ing  of  the  Gospel  and  ing  nad  God  verified  d 
his  vision  for  ministry  sion  of  faith.  When  th 
because  he  was  will-  Paul  told  them  the  de 
ing  to  listen.  about  Jesus,  and  they 

2.  Ask  Others  tized  in  His  name. 

Questions  (Acts  19:1-3)  3.  Teach  What's  Needed  (Acts 

Paul  arrived  in  194-7) 
under-  Ephesus,  he  asked  the  small  Paul  rectified  the  situation 
eroup  of  believere  there  if  they  in  Ephesus  by  telling  the 
had  received  the  Holy  Spint  twelve  believers  about  the  full 
A  polios  when  they  believed.  Paul  knew  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  He  no 

lagogue  that  God  confirmed  a  person's  doubt  _ ; 

ild  help  confession  of  faith  as  genuine  by  baptism  outwardly  syml 
>el  baptizing  them  with  His  Spint  the  spiritual  transaction 

(Eph.  1:13).  The  twelve  believers  by  God  f  *  _ 

indicated  they  knew  only  John's  believers  in  His  Spirit. ^Once  a 
baptism.  The  reference  is  to  John  person  receives  the  Holy  Spirit, 
the  Baptist,  the  forerunner  of  they  are  assured  that  God  has 
Christ.  John  preached  a  message  granted  them  salvation.  John's 
of  repentance  toward  sins  and  ministry  and  baptism  were 
told  people  to  be  looking  for  the  preliminary  and  subordinate  to 
comine  Messiah.  John's  audience  the  ministry  and  baptism 
symbolized  their  repentance  by  offered  by  Jesus, 
being  baptized.  The  twelve  believers  at 


darn  is  the  baptized  in  Jesus'  name,  mean- 
Jg  sign  of  ing  they  made  a  full  commit- 
raul  asked  ment  to  live  their  lives  for  Jesus, 
oeived  file  They  also  received  file  Holy 
y  was  ask-  Spirit,  meaning  God  confirmed 
teirconfes-  their  confession  of  faith  as  gen- 
zy  said  no,  uine.  They  spoke  in  tongues, 
?per  truths  meaning  they  could  communi- 
were  bap-  cate  the  Gospel  in  foreign  lan¬ 
guages,  the  same  empowerment 
file  Jewish  Christians  received  at 
Pentecost  (Acts  2:4-11).  Finally, 
they  prophesied,  meaning  they 
spoke  the  Gospel  message  in 
their  own  dialect. 

-  4.  Seek  Opportunities  to 

explained  that  water  Help  (Ads  194-10) 

r  ibolized  Paul  spent  an  additional 
ion  where-  three  months  in  the  syna- 
d  immersed  genuine  gogue  speaking  about  God's 


tom _  to  his  viewpoint.  He  pas¬ 

sionately  snared  what  he 
capital  of  the  knew  about  Jesus  and  file 
f  Asia.  Paul  GospeL  Apollos  gave  all 
o  go  to  there  that  he  had  to  help  people  find 
•nary  journey  God,  but  he  did  not  ful] 
by  file  Holy  stand  the  whole  Gospel. 

He  made  a  Priscilla  and  Aquila. 

I  of  that  jour-  Christian  couple,  heard , 

/  but  finally  preaching  in  tne  syn 

or  an  extend-  and  realized  they  couL _ r 

lird  mission-  him  understand  the  Gospel 
son  passages  more  fully.  The  Bible  does  not 
and  Aquila  tell  us  the  nature  of  Apollos' 


VanHorn 


news 


All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people  No 
landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  pho¬ 


tographs  will  be  priirted.  News  items  anefor 
photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  News  items  and/or  photographs 
depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
organizations  will  not  be  published. 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 


11 -inch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on 
standardized  forms  provided  by  the 

newspaper.  All  articles  must  be  received  be  accepted.  Photograph  attachments 
in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted  are  permissible, 
over  the  telephone.  Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 

News  may  be  submitted  electroni-  the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
cally  to  the  address  below,  and  must  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
be  contained  in  the  message  segment  address  and  telephone  number, 
of  |n  e-mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
^jpis  threats,  no  text  attachments  will  white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecordCmbcb.org. 


1.  Liberty  Church,  Noxapater 


2.  Ufeaong  Church,  Florence 


3.  Slayden  Church,  Lamar 


4.  Pint  Church,  Runnelstown 


Members 
Church,  N 


Gited  in  a 
p  July  18  - 19  to  work  on 
construction  of  The  Mission 
of  the  Cross,  a  mission 


Christian 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

2.  Lifesong  Community 
Church,  Florence,  honored 
their  children's  church  after 
completing  their  first  evalua¬ 
tion  series  classes  by  holding 
a  round-up  at  the  Flying  B 
Ranch.  Shown  are  some  of 
the  participants. 

3.  The  sanctuary  choir  of 
Slayden  Church,  Lamar 
recently  presented  Land  of 
the  Free.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

4.  First  Church,  Runnelstown 
recently  held  a  deacon  ordi¬ 
nation  service  for  Brent 


fron 

are  all  the  pai 

5.  The  youth  of  First  Church, 
Potts  Camp,  recently  partici¬ 
pated  in  a  World  Changers 
mission  trip  to  Alaska. 
Shown  are  participants  Jake 
Howell,  Billy  Mitchell, 
Ashley  Harris,  Rhagen 
Hopper,  Brittany  Tomlinson, 
Ashton  Gandy,  Daniel 
Minor;  and  Megan  Minor. 

6.  The  youth  of  Goodwater 
.  Church,  Magee,  recently 

participated  in  M-Fuge  in 
Mobile,  Ala.,  and  Centrifuge 
in  Glorieta,  N.  Mex.  Shown 
are  some  of  the  participants. 

7.  Cedar  View  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  is  hosting  The  Bluff 
City  Quartet  Aug.  16, 6  p.m. 

8.  The  WOM  and  GAs  of 

Smithville  Church, 

Smithville,  sponsored  an 
outreach  project  Christmas 
in  August  to  collect  school 
supplies  for  those  families  in 
the  Smithville  area  who 
needed  help  with  their  chil¬ 
dren's  school  supply  list  for 
the  next  school  year. 
Donations  of  supplies  and 
$612  were  received  from 
church  members. 

9.  Two  young  ladies  from 

Clarksdale  Church, 

Clarkesdale,  have  surren¬ 
dered  their  lives  to  the 
mission  field.  Shown  are 
Bethany  Allen  and 
Melissa  Sandlin. 

10.  A  mission  team  from  Boiling 
Springy  S.  Carolina,  recently 
helped  break  ground  at 
Pleasant  Grove  Church, 
North  Delta  Association  for 
a  new  building.  The  team  has 
served  in  the  area  for  die  past 


5.  First  Church,  Potts  Camp 


6.  Goodwater  Church,  Magee 


9.  Allen  and  Sandlin 


10.  Groundbreaking,  Pleasant  Grove 


and  team  leader  Cedi  Ringer. 


The  Baptist  Record 


